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               8th May 2025 
 

The Ridgmont Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 8th May 2025 at The 
Stables, Rose & Crown. The meeting will start at 7:30pm. 

 
Minutes 

 
Present: Chairperson M Spearing, T Pick, R Yexley, J Graham, A Warne, Ward Cllrs S Bongo & R Morris 
and Clerk O Burrows  

 
 

1. To elect Chairperson 

Maria Spearing put herself forward for re-election as Chair, no one else wished to stand. It 
was unanimously agreed by all present that Maria Spearing continue as Chair. Proposed by 
Cllr RY and seconded by Cllr TP. 

Resolved: Maria Spearing re-elected as Chair. 

2. To receive apologies for absence 

Apologies. Received by Councillors M Dray, S Bland and Ward Cllr Sue Clark. 

3.  To elect Vice Chairperson 

Cllr Tim Pick re-elected as vice chairperson. 

 
4.  To nominate Portfolio Holders:    

a) Planning   b) Communication & Consultation  

c) Village Environment  d) Traffic & Highways/Street Lighting 

e) Recreation/Cenotaph     f) Ridgmont Village Charity (Trustee)                          

g) Policies    h) All Saints Church (PCC member)  

i) Website – The Clerk              

The Parish Councils work as a team on all portfolios.  

 

 

 



5. Open Forum 
Residents will have the chance to raise anything relevant to Parish Council business but they will 
not be able to discuss the subject more than once. A maximum of 2 minutes per subject will be 
allowed. 
 
Nothing raised. 
 
 

6. Declaration of Members’ Interests: 
           a) Declaration of member’s interest of a non-pecuniary nature: 
          (Having membership of a club, charity etc or a close relationship).  
 

Chair MS – re-elected appointed trustee on charity and PCC. 

 
            b) Declaration of members interest of a pecuniary nature: 
            (Having a financial bearing on a member or their spouse/partner)). 
 
 Land owner: Maria Spearing  

 
 
7. To Approve Minutes of the previous meeting: 
          

Proposed by Cllr TP, seconded by Cllr JB. 

Resolved: Minutes approved. 

 
8.   To discuss Matters Arising:  
 

  No Matters arising. 
 

9.   To receive correspondence: 
   

o Chair MS reads an update sent from Allison Jakes, head of Ridgmont Lower school.  
 

o MS also reported a discussion with Dan Newbolt regarding the potential for Ridgmont    
Lower to transition into a primary school. Of the three schools considered, only  
Ridgmont has the capability of becoming a primary. Challenges remain, including its 
location on greenbelt land and other issues to be resolved. 
 

Ward Cllr RM noted that Husband Crawley Lower school move to join an academy has fallen  
through.  

Going forward MS will maintain contact with Dan Newbolt for further updates and the 
Headteacher of Ridgmont Lower will provide a written update for each Parish Council 
meeting. 



A resident present mentioned that the school has made progress and the teaching staff 
continue to show commitment and hard work. 

 
10.   To accept Budget and Payments:  
 
Year ending accounts 24/25 
Total income: £29,200.82 
Total expenditure: £15,291.15 
Total Bank March 31st 2025: £13,909.67 
 

 

 



Expenditure April 2025 

 
 

 

 
 

The budget and expenditure was unanimously agreed by all the councillors present. 
Proposed by Cllr RY and seconded by Cllr TP. 

 
 
11.  To Receive Reports: 

Ward councillor RM confirmed the ward councillor grant is available and open for 
applications. 

RM discusses the possibility of traffic/surveying cameras in the village to monitor areas 
where drivers are not obeying road rules or where dangerous driving occurs. Councillors and 
residents to suggest potential sites. 

The Ward Councillors are monitoring closely the Universal Studio application and will 
provide an update when they know more. 

Chair MS gives an update on All Saints Church. The service attendance continues to grow, 
there were over 40 people at the easter service. The Church needs new heating and 
maintenance work completing and the PCC are exploring ideas to raise funds. There will be 
a village fete in September to help raise funds. The PCC are applying for a grant, the 
proposal to the National Lottery fund was not successful. 
 
 

12.   To appoint a new bank signatory 
 

Tim Pick will be new bank signatory. He will be set up on the banking mandate. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
13.   Village issues: 

  
 Dog fouling, fly tipping & boundary Changes 
MS noted an increase in fly tipping in recent months especially since changes have been 
made to recycling centre.  
 
MS mentions that there is a consultation going on about parish boundaries.  
 
 

14.     Date of Next Meeting:  
 
 30th September 2025 
 

 
 
Meeting closed at 20:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ridgmont Parish Council Minutes – 08/05/25 
The above is considered a true and accurate account of the meeting. 

 

Chairperson Signed...............................................................Dated.............................................  

 


