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RIDGMONT PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Mrs Olivia Burrows     Email: ridgmontparishclerk@gmail.com 
Clerk to the Parish Council                 Signed  - Parish Clerk 

              9th January 2024 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 9th January 2024 
at The Stables, Rose & Crown starting at 7:30pm. 

 
MINUTES 

Present: Chairperson M Spearing, Cllrs – T Pick, M Dray, and Clerk O Burrows. 

 In attendance: Ward Cllrs Robert Morris & Sue Clark 

 
533. To Receive apologies for absence: 

Apologies were received by P Francis, H Francis, R Yexley, A Warne & S Bongo. 

 

534. Open Forum:  
Residents will have the chance to raise anything relevant to Parish Council business but they will 
not be able to discuss the subject more than once. A maximum of 2 minutes per subject will be 
allowed. 

 

A resident mentioned about the lack of parking in Lydds hill and asked for an update. Chairperson 

MS explained that this has been an ongoing issue for years and mentioned that Ward Councillor 

Sue Clark is looking into this.  

 

Another resident present asked about flooding on the high street. The drain away speed hump by 

The Firs and Mount Pleasant needs clearing.   

- Ward Cllr Robert Morris explained that the drain clearing is meant to be looked at once every 3 

years.  

 

535. Declaration of Members’ Interests: 
           a) Declaration of member’s interest of a non-pecuniary nature: 
          (Having membership of a club, charity etc or a close relationship).  

Cllr M Spearing: Trustee of The Greensand Trust and PCC and Parish Council representative 
on Ridgmont Charity, School governor to Eversholt. 
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            b) Declaration of members interest of a pecuniary nature: 
            (Having a financial bearing on a member or their spouse/partner). 

Cllr Spearing: Land Owner  

536. To approve minutes of the previous meeting:   

Resolved: Unanimously agreed to accept the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
20th September 2023. Proposed by Mike Dray and seconded by Tim Pick. 

Resolved: Minutes were duly signed as a correct record. 

 
537.  To discuss matters arising:  

 
No matters arising. 
 

538. To receive reports: 
 
Ward Cllr Robert Morris discussed the new CBC budget. There will likely be cuts to bin collections, 
green wastes and buses plus council tax is likely to raise by 5%. 
 
Ward Cllr RM grant mentioned that Ridgmont Parish Council should apply for the Ward Councillor 
grant.  
- Chairperson MS said that RPC will apply for the grant and use the grant to fund some work in 

the recreation ground. 
 
One resident suggested that RPC could approach amazon to see if they would sponsor funding 
help for the recreational ground.  
 
 
 

539. To receive correspondence: 
   

 No correspondence. 
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540. To accept payments: 
 
  

 
 
INCOME:   
£ 20,000.00 - 2022/2023 Precept 
£ 3,649.25 - Bank Balance bought forward from FY 22/23 
£ 500.00 - VAT Refund Estimate  
£ 24,149.25 Total 
 
Balance as of 31st December 2023: £ 8,824.58 

 
- It was unanimously agreed to accept payments. Proposed by M Dray and seconded T 

Pick. 
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541.  To approve precept 24/25 
 
 Chairperson MS explained that the precept for 2024/2025 will remain at 20K.  
 

- It was unanimously agreed by all Cllrs to keep the precept at 20K.  
  

 
542.  Ridgmont Lower School 
 
 Chairperson MS mentioned that the consultation has now finished, there will be an open meeting  

on 29th January with governors. RPC vehemently don’t want to see the school close and will 
continue to support the ‘Save Our School’ campaign. RPC will keep residents updated over the 
coming months. 
 
 

543.   Prologis – Marston Gate Expansion 
  

Chair MS gave an update on the Prologis, Marston Gate Expansion. It is likely that another 
application will be submitted within the next few months.  

 
Ward Cllr SC mentioned that there will be a fresh consultation and more information in late 
January/early February time. The planning officer can keep requesting more information, so it is 
important that RPC continue with all their efforts. 

 
 
544.  Tree planting, overgrown verges 
 

Update from Chairperson MS: 
RPC would like to apply for a ‘tree planting grant’ from CBC. The clerk and Chairperson will do a 
walk around the village to see where new trees could go and find out about expenditure as this 
grant would have to be match funded. It would depend highly on budget and what costs are 
involved.  

 
The overgrown verges down Lydds hill still remain an issue. RPC will continue to chase CBC to cut 
back the verges. 

 
  
 
545.  New Year Lunch for Seniors 

   
Last year the village was sponsored by Tesco for the lunch. This year we have a £100 
anonymous donation given plus £100 donated by Bedford Fuels. The lunch will be going 
ahead on the 30th January for 30 senior residents of Ridgmont. The lunch will be held at the 
Rose & Crown pub and RPC would like to thank Tom and Rachel for hosting this event. 
 
Chairperson asked the Cllrs present if they agreed to RPC contributing towards the printing 
costs of the invitations – This was agreed by T Pick and seconded by M Dray. 
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Bedford fuels have given voucher to all residents which will be distributed around the village 
in the newsletter.  
 
 
 

546 . Dates of Next Meetings:  Tuesday 9th April - Annual Village Meeting and AGM  
                                                         Tuesday 9th July 
                                                         Tuesday 12th November 

 
 
 
 
Meeting closed at 20:45pm 
 


