
 

RIDGMONT PARISH COUNCIL 

Mrs Olivia Burrows       Email: ridgmontparishclerk@gmail.com 
Clerk to the Parish Council      Signed - Parish Clerk  

The next Ridgmont Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th February 2026 at 
the Rose & Crown starting at 7:30pm. 

Minutes 

Present: M spearing, J Graham, S Bland, T Pick, R Yexley, Ward Cllrs S Clark, S Bongo and R 
Morris, Clerk O Burrows  

 

1. To Receive apologies for absence:  

Apologies received by R Yexley, A Warne & M Dray 

2. Open Forum: 

Residents will have the chance to raise anything relevant to Parish Council business 
but they will not be able to discuss the subject more than once. A maximum of 2 
minutes per subject will be allowed.  

Concerns were raised by residents regarding severe dog fouling in the village. 

It was mentioned that road cleaners have attended twice, which has helped with 
drainage issues. Cllr M Dray has also inspected the drains  

A resident menLoned if it was possible to add addiLonal benches around the village. The 
PC will explore this idea further and get a quote from a resident who makes benches. 
 
Comments were made about there being no Christmas gathering for elderly residents 
last year. The possibility of organising an Easter meet-up was discussed. 
 
A resident raised concerns about the condiLon of the road surface on Lydds Hill and 
asked about resurfacing. 

3. Declaration of Members’ Interests: 
a) Declaration of member’s interest of a non-pecuniary nature:  

(Having membership of a club, charity etc or a close relationship).  



b) Declaration of members interest of a pecuniary nature: (Having a financial 
bearing on a member or their spouse/partner). 

Maria Spearing – appointed trustee to Ridgmont Charity, Governor of Husborne 
Crawley school, member of CPRE & All Saints Church warden. 

4.      To approve minutes of the previous meeting:  

Minutes were unanimously approved.  

5.      To discuss matters arising:  

No matters arising. 

6.       To receive reports:  

 
Ward Cllr S Clark provided an update on the Milton Keynes (MK) Local Plan  
consultation and expansion proposals. The consultation had taken place before 
Christmas but is now required to be run again. Chair M Spearing submitted 
comments on behalf of the Parish Council. Approximately 16,000 houses are 
expected as part of the expansion, with concerns raised regarding the impact of 
houses and planning spreading into Bedfordshire. 

  
SC mentions that Hallam are consulting on the boundary into Central Bedfordshire 
near Salford where a small portion of the site falls within Central Bedfordshire. 
Salford and Cranfield Parish Councils have been consulted. Approximately 3,500 
houses are expected within this development. Ward Cllr SC will submit a response to 
this in the coming weeks. 

 
It was noted that from the end of March there will be curb side glass collection 
introduced by CBC. Residents can add glass to their recycling bin. 

 
Chair M Spearing met with the Footpath Officer regarding objections to proposed 
footpath diversions. Permissions have been granted, subject to review by an 
inspector. The Parish Council may object again during the process. 

 
       No further updates at present on the East West Rail project. 

Ward Cllr SC mentions that there is nothing new to report currently on Universal 
studios development. 

 



 

            
7. To receive correspondence:  

A report was received from the head Allison Jakes of Ridgmont Lower School. The 
school currently has 9 students enrolled. It was noted that the school performed 
better in its latest Ofsted inspection. 

 

CPRE offered a donation of an Oak tree to the village. Councillors present agreed to 
accept the Oak tree offer and approved a £30 donation to CPRE. 

Action: Clerk to email 
CPRE to confirm 
acceptance and donation. 

8. To accept payments:  

Total Income for year: £38,411  

Expenditure Since April: £22,516 

Total bank February 2025: £16,093 

 

 All Cllrs present unanimously accepted payments. 

 

9.   Village gates, overgrown footpath & war memorial. 

The PC have been in discussions with the ward councillors about receiving a 
proportion of the ward Cllr grant to help fund new entrance gates and village signs. 



The PC will submit an application for the grant and will likely receive £500 from 
Saverio and just over £400 from Sue Clark and Robert Morris combined.  The PC will 
need to match fund the grant and have asked Simon Whiting and other Cllrs to help 
install the new gates in the village. The PC will inform the residents and Cllrs about 
full cost in the next meeting. 

Waiting for a response regarding the overgrown footpath. An email was sent to the 
land owner. The PC will chase this up if no response received. 

A village litter pick is being arranged for Saturday 28th March.   

Regarding the War memorial, Cllr M Dray is still waiting for a reply. 

10.  Dog Fouling in the village 

The PC continue to tackle this issue. The PC will approach CBC again about getting 
more dog fouling bins in the village. 

11.   Date of Next Meeting: 

 Next meeting for AGM – May 2026 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 20:40pm Ridgmont Parish Council Minutes – 10/02/26 
The above is considered a true and accurate account of the meeting.  

Chairperson Signed...............................................................Dated.............................................  

 


