RIDGMONT PARISH COUNCIL — RPC Meeting

Chairperson Signature..........cccceeeeeeriunsanes
Olivia Burrows - Clerk to the Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council held on Tuesday 19" November 2024 at the Rose &
crown Pub starting at 7.30 pm.

Present: Chair M Spearing, ClIrs, T Pick ( V Chair) , M Dray
1. Apologies

Apologies were received by, H Francis, P Francis, R Yexley, CBC Ward ClIrs S Clark, R Morris & S
Bongo

2. Resignations
Paul and Helen have resigned from the PC. They have been councillors for over ten years and were
warmly thanked for all their hard work and support of the PC.

3. New Councillor Co-option
Resolved to co-opt Jeremy Graham and Sarah Bland as Councillors of the Parish Council.
Minutes etc to be sent to Jeremy and Sarah and we look forward to meeting them in February.

ACTION Olivia

4. Open Forum:
Residents raised issues concerning the school, dog fouling, parking in Station Road and motorbikes
in the village. It was agreed to put these issues into the Village Newsletter and to raise the matters
with the Ward Councillors
Abandoned cars in Church Street, this is a police matter, which will be raised with the PCSO.

ACTION Maria

5. Declaration of Members’ Interests:
a) Declaration of member’s interest of a non-pecuniary nature: (Having membership of a club,
charity etc or a close relationship).

Clir M Spearing: PCC and Parish Council representative on Ridgmont Charity.

b) Declaration of members interest of a pecuniary nature:
(Having a financial bearing on a member or their spouse/partner).

Clir Spearing: Land Owner
6. To elect Chairperson

Resolved to elect Maria Spearing as Chair Carried unanimously



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

14.

15.

To elect Vice Chairperson

Resolved to elect Tim Pick as Vice Chair Carried unanimously

To nominate Portfolio Holders:

Resolved portfolios would be shared by all Councillors Carried unanimously

To approve minutes of the previous meeting:

Resolved to approve the minutes — carried unanimously
To discuss matters arising:

No matters arising

To receive reports:

No reports were received

To receive correspondence:

Correspondence from newly appointment MP Blake Stephenson

To accept payments:

As Olivia was not present the financial update will be available at the next meeting

Precept 2024/2025

20K for 2024/2025

Resolved — It was unanimously agreed to retain the precept at £20,000

Ridgmont Lower School

Consultation has closed but there will be a further consultation in February. SOS Group will
monitor the situation and inform the village

Prologis
Application was approved but awaiting agreement on 106 monies.

Tree planting



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Need to arrange a group of villagers to help clear church burial ground for tree planting in the
spring. Action: Maria

Dog Fouling

This is becoming a real issue in the village.
Resolved to investigate and install CCTV cameras
Village maintenance

Nigel Burrows is retiring after fifteen years of service. Nigel was thanked for all his work and
support of the village. It was noted that Nigel has often carried out work free of charge.

Simon Whiting, will now take over from Nigel from March.

Agreed the Recreation Ground Update will be deferred when Olivia will be able to give an up to
date report.

Lighting
PC4 was reported as not working ACTION Olivia
Christmas Lunch

It was unanimously agreed that RPC pay for the lunch to be arranged with the pub. As it is short
notice it would be held in the New Year. ACTION Maria

Church

Christmas Tree for the village — the Duke has agreed to supply a tree and residents have very
kindly offered to put up the tree and decorate.

The church will be holding Christmas services, which will be advertised.

A church clear up will be organised in February — volunteers welcome.

Date of Next Meeting:

Thursday 13 February 2025 7.30pm The Stables



