
RIDGMONT PARISH COUNCIL 

Mrs Olivia Burrows       Email: ridgmontparishclerk@gmail.com 
Clerk to the Parish Council      Signed - Parish Clerk  

The next Ridgmont Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 13th February 2025 at 
The Stables, Rose & Crown starting at 7:30pm. 

MINUTES 

 

Present: Cllrs T Pick (V Chair), M Dray, S Bland, J Graham, R Yexley, CBC Ward Cllrs S 
Clark and S Bongo & O Burrows (Clerk)  

1. To Receive apologies for absence:  

Apologies were received by A Warne, M Spearing and Ward Cllr R Morris,  

Open Forum: 

Residents will have the chance to raise anything relevant to Parish Council business 
but they will not be able to discuss the subject more than once. A maximum of 2 
minutes per subject will be allowed.  

A Resident from Lydds Hill mentions that the top of Lydds Hill doesn’t have a road name 
sign and that the road is full of pot holes. The resident wants to know if it is possible to 
have a road name sign reinstated. TP suggests that the PC raise these issues with CBC 
and that the resident can also raise the issues on ‘Fix my street’. The Clerk will get in 
touch with CBC about the road name sign.  

          ACTION: Clerk 

There were a few residents present to raise further concerns about cars parking on 
Station Road. They mention that there are still a number of vehicles parking on the 
bend which are causing ongoing issues and near misses. Recent issues on the M1 have 
exacerbated the problem. Many residents in Station Road would like to see the speed 
limit reduced to 30. 

Ward Cllr SC says she would speak to highways officer to seek advice. She mentions that 
it has been extra difficult with highways to get double yellows and speed reductions in 
recent years. Ward Cllr SB also mentions he can follow up the issues with Station Road 
parking with CBC and highways. Sue Clark recommends that residents start a simple 
petition that can be sent to the traffic management committee. She says that these can 
be effective as not many signatures are needed. SC is happy to provide a petition 
template if needed. 

  



2. Declaration of Members’ Interests: 
a) Declaration of member’s interest of a non-pecuniary nature:  

(Having membership of a club, charity etc or a close relationship).  

b) Declaration of members interest of a pecuniary nature: (Having a financial 
bearing on a member or their spouse/partner)). 

No declaration  

3. To approve minutes of the previous meeting:  

Minutes were unanimously approved. Proposed by MD, seconded by TP. 

4. To discuss matters arising:  

Vice Chair TP raises the ongoing issues with dog fouling in the village. Ward Cllr SB and 
the PC will get in touch with CBC to ask for advice. 

ACTION: Clerk 

TP mention’s that the street gullies in mount pleasant are flooding even with a mild 
downpour. Cllrs MD says that he raised this with CBC last year on ‘Fix my street’ and 
was told that they were fine. Ward Cllr SC suggests the report is reregistered on fix my 
street and that the precise location and photos are added to the case.  

Parish councillor MD updates all present about getting the names of the Canadian crew 
that died in 1944 added to the War memorial in the village. A Lancaster bomber came 
down in the village in 1944, and the crew perished. MD approached the war grave 
commission about this and received a response saying that they hold the records for 
the 6 service men, and mentioned that 5 are commemorated at Cambridge City 
cemetery. The war grave commission suggested the PC got in touch with the war 
memorial trust for further guidance. MD confirms he’ll approach the trust. 

ACTION: MD 

There was a discussion about residents recording/retailing stories about the village. MD 
tells all present that he has been transcribing an extract of a handwritten document 
from a gentleman who wrote about his youth in the village pre wartime. 

There was a discussion about residents receiving some training on the village 
defibrillator. The Clerk will discuss this with the Chair MS.    

ACTION: Clerk & Chair 

 

 



5. To receive reports:   

Ward Cllr Sue Clark gives a report about devolution in the local area. The government 
have been promoting devolution where they want local authorities to gather together 
and form combined authorities and have an elective mayor. This has been debated at 
CBC, it was agreed that it was better to try and form a gang and be in the tent as part of 
the conversation. The first gang that was suggested was the 2 Northamptonshire 
authorities and 3 Bedfordshire authorities and Milton Keynes. Therefore 3 rural and 3 
urban authorities, which is a good balance. However, Pete Marland, leader at Milton 
Keynes declared with Luton that they want to be in their own gang of 4. Currently 
neither scheme have been taken forward, due to no consensus. 

SC explains that the governments idea is to get rid of big districts and have the big 
counties divided up into unitary authorities. At present, whatever happens Central 
Bedfordshire won’t be part of the first wave. SC expresses her concerns over this 
scheme and explains that the mayor would be able to raise their own precept, have 
power of veto over planning application and have a strong role in strategic planning. 
Ward Cllr SC will continue to update the PC on this topic. 

Ward Cllr SC updates the PC on an update on Milton Keynes housing. She explains that 
MK have allocated a huge area called eastern city strategic expansion site for 16,000 
houses, across from J14 sweeping up to Cranfield. Part of this expansion would include 
a cross boundary development, which are complicated and impractical. Ward Cllr SC 
will continue to update the PC on this as it progresses. 

6. To receive correspondence:  

No correspondence. 



8. To accept payments: 

 

Total expenditure since April 2024: £13,775, total in bank £15,426 

 

 
Resolved – It was unanimously agreed to accept payments. 

 

 



9.   Treeplanting 

There will be a number of trees being planted in the village in March. The Chair M 
Spearing was unable to attend the meeting and give a further update on the 
treeplanting. 

10. Stolen street lighting lanterns  

The Clerk updates the councillors on the stolen street lanterns. There were 4 
lanterns stolen from the village. Many other villages in the area have experienced 
the same and recently there has been an arrest in connection with this stolen street 
furniture. The 4 lanterns from Ridgmont have been identified and Andy Muskett who 
maintains the street furniture for the Parish Council will fix them up and reinstall 
them in the next few weeks. 

11. Parking on Station Road 

 This was discussed in the open forum. 

12. Contribution of £250 to Ridgmont Station – Defibrillator  

It was unanimously agreed that the PC will contribute £250 to the defibrillator at the 
Ridgmont Station. 

13.   Date of Next Meeting:  

 AGM proposed 08.05.25 

  

Meeting closed at 20:25pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Ridgmont Parish Council Minutes – 13/02/25 
The above is considered a true and accurate account of the meeting. 

 

Chairperson Signed...............................................................Dated............................................. 


